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SUNSET THEATRE
Cincinnati, Ohio

£ & Y BUILDING SERVICE, Designers & Engineers; M.

R Maffit, F. W. Stritzel,

LOCATION & CONSTRUCTION: The Sunset
theatre in Cincinnati has beer built by Acker-
man Enterprises, Inc., headed by Bud Acker-
man, operators of several other theatres in the
Cincinnati metropolitan area, in an outlying
shopping district serving a residential section
populated by workers of the skilled class, store
and office clerks, and small business men. The
total drawing area described for this project,
however, has a population estimated to be
50.000. Housing only a theatre, which seats
850 the building was constructed at a re-
ported cost of $70,000, including the air-
conditioning contract (local wage scales: com-
mon labor 75¢c: masons $1.621/5: carpenters
$1.45). Construction employs brick walls, con-
crete floors, steel trusses, wood |oists, metal
lath, and plaster for all ceilings. The cost of
equipment is placed at $20,000. Admission
orices are 30c for adults, 15¢ for children,
all performances. The Sunset is managed by

John T. Ackerman.

PLAN & FRONT: Located at the juncture of
two streets, one of which is diagonal, the Sun-
sot has a corner entrance (see floor plans|
S ‘ . with the curved facade set back sufficiently fo
renscreo | allow sidewalk space for a ticket booth en-
cErLG PLAX tirely outside an enclosed vestibule. Tne
facade, including name sign and marquee a-
traction boards, is directed up the more im-
portant of the two streets, while it is along this
thoroughfare that the side elevation is archi
R R tecturally developed, with terra cotta facing,
T e a tall glass-block "window,"" and flush-set poster
cases. Along this side and at front is a base of
slafe-blue? glazed terra cotta, which rises 1
frame display cases lighted from edges by
white fluorescent lamps. Facade facing is to |
gerine-colored face brick trimmed with maroo® :

colored vertical fins of terra cotta. Name sig"

WY

B8-S e Bl AT —r—&1 1 s constructed of 72-inch channel letters U
\ :‘%/. ReRa Bl i ported at bottom only and lighted by doublé
W\ = -— S G e TS T | WEOS ot green neon. Marquee consist In three

ﬁ 2 | Lo ine Wagner interchangeable-letter continu®”

attraction panel with ivory lamp Chaser.bor{
der top a.m.d bottom. Marquee soffit s °
lacquer finish with strip lighting In patter®
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the passageway. Employing a v
Hive TOrmartions *he freafmen*
th peach-colored borderg £l

ankin : :
y * =T ’ ~ L g Concave "ro ec+‘r\
| et black G”C\iNomamen‘red with lea{-andF\'-nle p}q
el ancg reen, v Q
.. r'r rq en. all above entrance doors—Placte
aspberry read and ornamented with stylized Mas *
~ream Oufer wall—-Ceiling-high o, i

Pam . : . window of Pitt
I b‘OL.kb eqmpped with mulberry velour draw CZE::c;?whc
nd window, plaster painted ochre with brigh* red herrmgbondt—

onciling above a maroon base. Inner wall—From entrance d
{ continuing info passageway, lower section painted ce O(:rt
or cection peach w‘:ﬂw sections divided by pale blue r;nag‘zp >
spper section ot the inner wall is continuoys with wa|(|)u bmg:
~t passageway. The ceiling O'F fhe passagGWGY ¥ :in?vz
h green on outer surfaces; light troughs are painfe% fl es(h
Giving the eftect of needed support in this low-ceilin a?e
four plastered columns with magenta base. blye shatt mguldez
»| mulberry. Carpeting is a Wilton weave with a small-re eat
+tern (contrasting with somewhat broad and "heavy" sc:aa!pe3 of

a0
N

wall and ceiling treatment); the figure is a modern tloral
,bstraction in blending shades of green and gold. Artificial light-
nqg is provided only by the passageway troughs, which conceal 20.

;
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SEWAY FROM FOYER TO AUDITORIUM

ndescent lamps on b-inch centers. . . . Lounges: I:e
s retiring rooms, off the left of the passageway t{od e
includes a powder room with plaster walls *Cnin ¢ 'E
ades of peach on two sides. and in a blue a?. ldpea'ih
the other two. while the ceiling has 2 blue fiela wi

i-red bands. each running to an alcoye confain}i]r)g COS-
o5 and lighted by fluorescent lamps (picture of t nsfroor:
30). The women's toilet has relakhvely elakifo;a:ep,;esafer
walls ¢ , | | ‘+th a dark green patrern,
valls of green faience tile wi L g%en e et e

vith a modernistic design In ardware, and

. . » | hrome

‘ments with solid birch doors having ¢ :
f ‘t- b Thss 'men's toilet room is entered through a car
OO, 4 ceiling in blue and tan.

| d
| anteroom with plaster walls and ¢ walls
"} room has a burqundy tile wainscot, fan plaster. we.
olaster ceiling painted pale greeln wthh :Iue-gree ping,
' terrazzo floor in the colors used elsewnere.
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SUNSET THEATRE: continued
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SUNSET THEATRE: continued

STANDEE and AUDITORIUM TOWARD REAR
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AUDITORIUM: Standee area (with treatment extending to
point about eight rows forward) walls are covered in rose
damask below ivory wood moulding panel, in dark mulberry
velour above. The projection room, extending 3 feet beyond

wall, forming a "'bridge" over passageway, optically supportea
by the Moorish-roll columns, but actually on cantilever beams,
is faced in striped delft blue damask. The hard plaster ceiling
is painted orange, and the cove, which suspends a plaster-
baffled pan-type air diffuser, conceals a ring of orange neon.
The baffle is painted blue with a magenta border. . . . Forward
area side walls are a series of stepped, gold panne-plush panels
above a plaster maroon wainscot ornamented in shades ot blue.
The panels, extending from ivory wood mouldings to side course
of ceiling, are coved at each stepping, concealing neon tubing
providing amber light during projection. The entire side walls
are furred out on metal lath, and the gold panne-plush cover:
ing is stretched directly, uncemented, over the hard plaster.
Along edge of each panel, the plush has been ornamented
in luminescent paint to provide "black light' decoration during

projection. Near-ultraviolet energy for the activation of this
ornamentation is provided by 100-watt General Electric CH-4
mercury lamps in Continental units, one to each panel, placed
with transtormer in edge of center ceiling drop. These designs.
which are faintly delineated in red, blue and green under housé
lights, glow with the same coloration during the performance.
one with a tropical fish motif, another depicting tropical birds
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third representing fanciful flowers. . . . Forward area
reppings align with wall steppings, and in the fascia of
oping is a cove containing two air outlet grilles and
ncandescent lamps, without reflectors, spaced 6 inches
under dimmer control for house lighting. Ceiling,
plaster, is painted powder blue, with gold striping
central steppings, which terminate in ten-rib plaster-
proscenium arch in the same shade of blue. Plain
walls flanking the arch are painted orange. . . . Stage
on tracks under projection room control, is a colortul
our with brilliant red sun motif hand-painted on an
jold ground. . . . Seating (see auditorium plan) is in
anks with the middle bank on a stagger plan with end
7 alternate rows 30 inches wide. Row spacing is 32
ick-to-back. Distance from first row to screen is 18
a screen image 2| feet wide. Chairs are finished in
4 gold, have spring backs covered in mulberry mohair,
ige seats covered in maroon antique leatherette.

CONDITIONING: All areas of theatre including Yesﬂbulg.
ver's office and toilet rooms supplied with condn’rapned air
ons, under Monitor automatic control, with cooling by a
-al refrigeration plant consisting in three General Re
on Lipman compressors of |5-tons capacity e?Ch' D'f"
on is by main ducts through roof trusses supplying audi-
and by separate ducts, served by separate standby

I coils, to other areas, providing 18,000 cubic feet of
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conditioned air per minute. A high level exhaust is provided
at rear ot auditorium (grille appears in upper right of top view,
page |4), directly connected to an evaporative condenser
system so that air used in condenser likewise removes hot air
blanket at ceiling. Heating is by Hook gas-tired water-tube

boiler, and transfer equipment consist in McQuay hot water
heating coils of four-circuit down-blast type.

OUTLINE OF EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHINGS:

Marquee and sign: The Quehl Sign Company, Cincinnati. O. AL

boards and letters (Wagner), display frames (Perfection
curtain control equipment (Vallen), loun

Wakefield): Business Boosters Equipment

| Picture Frame),
ge and tfoyer furniture (Heywood-
Company, Columbus, O.

Proscenium curtain: H. D. Mendelsohn & Company, New York

Ticket register (General Register), coin changer (Brandt), ticket ch
(Golde), projectors [Brenkert), projection lamps (Brenke'rf) mcf '
erator (Robin-Imperial), rewinde: (Golde), film cabinets '(NOorhjen-
chan.geovers (Brenkert), sound equipment (RCA) i (;urpa ?),
Opflcs). spotiights (Brenkert), public address system (éCJ:A) r?.lfc*"on
chairs (International), vacuum cleaners (Na’rional‘Super ’Swvice.)dz(czj;.;.woerf‘iur:2

(Mohawk): Mid-West Theatre Supply Company, Cincinnati

Flashers : Sangamo Electric Com :
pany, Springfiel e
Leonard): Lawrence Electric Company.yCinF::i;nni;;e‘ d, lll. Dimmers (Ward-

Compressors: General Refri : :
: geration Cor . :
Garden City Fan Company, Chicago. HO%P&"::;QN. Beloit, Wis.

pansion cooling coils, evaporative condenser coolin
Minneapolis. Fans for evaporativ
culating pump for evaporative C
Chicago. Boiler:

opper

. Fans:
heating coil direct-ex.
g9 coils: McQuay, Ine

© condensers: Bishop & Babecock i
ondenser:

Hook Manufacturing Co



